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31/03/2020 
 
Dear Cedarwood Parents 
 
As the fight against the Coronavirus continues nationally and globally, we all hope that the 21 
day lockdown announced by the President will limit this disaster in our country. 
 
As a school, we would like to thank all parents for supporting us and the difficult decisions we 
had to make with regard to planning for learners and staff. We depend on your support to ensure 
that our Cedarwood community remains strong and positive during this difficult time. 
 
Thank you to our staff in both the Prep and College for coming to work last week and being 
proactive in preparing for the worst case scenario. Contingency plans have been put in place 
should the lockdown period extend beyond 21 days. Our staff will continue to work from home 
over the next few weeks preparing their lessons on various platforms so that teaching and 
learning may continue in the best way possible, even if learners are not back at school after the 
proposed date announced by the president. We are also developing plans to recover the lost 
time when learners return to school. 
 
We are aware of inquiries from parents in some schools questioning why school fees should be 
paid during this time and, while we appreciate that some members of our parent community will 
suffer economically during this period, we would like to address this issue directly with 
Cedarwood parents.  First, we point out that the vast majority of the fees collected are required 
to pay staff salaries and any failure to receive payment would have serious implications for our 
dedicated staff. Unlike corporate schools out there, Cedarwood is an NPO with no shareholders 
benefitting financially or providing large balance sheet support. We depend on school fees to 
cover the operating and running costs of Cedarwood.  Second, as set out above, the staff at 
Cedarwood continue to work during this period, in many cases for longer hours than would 
ordinarily be required, doing their utmost to ensure that there is minimum impact on the quality of 
learning and teaching. We hope that clarifies the school’s position and we look forward to your 
continued support. 
 
We wish all our families the best of health and strength during this time and we hope to see you 
and more especially your children very soon. 
 
Kind Regards 

 
 

      
 
Phillip Kotze     Sudeshan Moodley     Myles Ellis   
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