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Dear Cedarwood Prep Parents 
 
As we fast approach half-term, there are a few matters I would like to address. 
 
Calendar 
 
2 June  08h00  Inter-school soccer festival 
4 June    Start of Anti-Bias week 
13 June 07h30  PTA meeting 
19 June 18h30  Emma Sadler presentation 
22 June 11h30  Half-Term 
 
Parent Information Presentations 
 
On 15 and 29 May, four of the Prep School staff presented workshops for parents on ‘Reading 
for meaning’ and ‘Organisational Skills’ respectively. These workshops were both extremely 
well attended. Feedback from attendees has been very positive. In Term 3 we will once again 
present information mornings for the benefit of our parents.  
 
Cell Phone Policy 
 
Thank you to all our parents for supporting our cell phone guidelines. It has proved to be very 
successful. Emma Sadler’s presentation on 19 June will assist parents and staff alike to gain 
insight into the dangers of cell phone use and social media. 
 
Sport 
 
We need your help with aspects of our sport, please. As I have mentioned before, the school 
has entered certain sports teams into the Gauteng Sports Leagues, thereby enabling our 
teams to take part in a well organized, competitive series of inter-school sport matches. 
Unfortunately we have been let down by a number of our children who have displayed a lack 
of commitment to both practices and matches as well as a lack of respect to the teachers and 
coaches who give of their time. Far too many children are not communicating with coaches 
timeously about their non-attendance at matches or their lack of the correct sports uniform. 
This shows a lack of pride in their school and a lack of respect to coaches. Please could we ask 
for your assistance in ensuring that your child remains committed to their relevant sport and 
wears the correct uniform to both practices and matches. We thank you in anticipation of your 
support. 
 
Communication 
 
In an endeavor to continuously improve our communication with all in our community, the 
school has established a number of channels to assist with timeous and regular information 
sharing. Our weekly communication, monthly newsletters, sports letters, sports WhatsApp 
groups, SMS’s, emails and electronic notice board are all aimed at ensuring parents are 
thoroughly informed of all that occurs at the school and with their children. There are also 
relevant Grade WhatsApp groups, co-ordinated by the PTA and Class Mom’s.  
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We ask that you read all relevant communication to keep yourself and your children informed 
of what is happening at school. Please also remember that the WhatsApp groups are for 
school related matters only and are not to be used for personal matters related to your child. 
Unfortunately I have personally seen some rather unsavoury topics and language being used 
on these groups. 
 
Cedarwood Singers 
 
The group of 45 Singers is doing a great job learning new songs and improving their rhythm 
and tones. We have managed to learn two new songs this year; “Firework”  by Katy Perry and 
“The Living Years”  by Mike and the Mechanics. We hope to be performance ready with both 
these songs, by the end of the term. We look forward to inviting parents in for a performance. 
 
Anti Bias Week 4 - 8 June 
 
Our anti-bias week will be held during the above dates. During this time we will focus on anti-
bias language and attitudes. We will discuss racism, gender bias (sexism), bullying and 
homophobia. We hope to develop and encourage a culture and community of non biased 
language and attitudes.  
Please speak about these topics at home. A synergy of anti-bias thinking and talking at school 
and home would hopefully see a greater impact at school. 
Please read the Psychology Departments monthly newsletter, Shared Spaces, which will be 
published next week. I have written an article for that publication which covers the topic of 
anti-bias and its origins.  
 
New Staff 
 
A warm welcome to our three new teachers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr D. Bester 
Headmaster 
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Renette Louw 

(Afrikaans) 

Thembisa Ndlangalavu 

(Zulu) 

Deshmeé Chetty 

(Grade 3) 


