
 

 

Dear Cedarwood Prep Parents 
 
As we end a very busy year, there are a few last messages I wish to send. 
 
Thank You 

 
 PTA 

We have had a very successful year of fundraising and activities thanks to the efforts of Sharon 
Simpson and her team of volunteers on the PTA. We have managed to do many things in the 
Prep and College as a result of the money raised by the PTA. The most recent evidence of this is 
the new electronic notice board at the exit of the school. Thank you to Mrs Simpson and her 
team. 

 Board 
Cedarwood is blessed with the attentive and involved Board members that we have. This group 
of volunteers has given of their time extensively and been extremely supportive of the school 
and the two Headmasters. I want to thank them for their support and guidance in ensuring      
Cedarwood is the place that it currently is. 

 Management 
I must thank my incredible management team for their unwavering support over this past year. 
Our team works incredibly well together, ensuring that all aspects of our school  is well run and 
efficient. Thank you to Sally, Helen, Shannon, Michelle and Meagan for your  hard work. 

 Staff 
Cedarwood staff are an extremely dedicated, passionate group of professionals who give of their 
absolute best. Their loyalty to the children in their care is unwavering.  I must thank them for all 
their efforts,  often in difficult circumstances, as they ensure that your children are taken care of, 
academically, emotionally and in many other ways. 

 Farewell 
           We say farewell to a number of  staff at the end of this year: 
          - Sthabile Mthethwa, has decided to return to full time teaching. 
 - Andrew Snelling and Vanessa Moray, our intern Educational Psychologist leave us. They will 
 both write their Board exams in 2018. We wish them well. 
         - Micaela Laios, leaves us to pursue her career outside of remedial education. 
           - Megan Barnes, takes up a position in the support department of St Katherine’s School in      

Parktown, a five minute drive from home. 
 - Melodie Artingstall, has decided to move to the support department of another remedial school 

closer to home. 
           - Glynnis Harvey, will move to another supportive remedial environment. 
 - Petra Ferreira, has decided to finally retire, after many attempts. 
 - Helen Schreuder, will leave us at the end of term 1. She has taken up the position as Head of the 

Support Department at Kingsmead Girls Prep School. 
 We wish them all well as they start the next part of their journeys in life and career. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Preparatory 
Cedarwood 

From the desk of the Headmaster 

Page 1 of 4 

2017 End of Year 
NEWSLETTER  



 

 

2018 Academic Staff 
 
Class Teachers and Assistants, for 2018 are  : 
Grade 1 - Mrs Gail Whelan and Mrs Dineo Tsebe 
Grade 2  - Mrs Beverly Mills and Mrs Minnie Mobote 
Grade 2 - Mrs Gwyneth Origgi and Mrs Melissa Ncube 
Grade 3 - Mrs Helen Schreuder and Mrs Susan Sebata 
Grade 3 - Mrs Melissa Grainger and Mrs Bridgette Shamu 
Grade 4 - Mrs Portia Bezuidenhout and Ms Johanna Mokoena (shared) 
Grade 4 - Mrs Sharon Tshuma and Ms Johanna Mokoena (shared) 
Grade 5 - Mrs Gill Herb 
Grade 5  - Mrs Megan Blamire 
Grade 6 - Mrs Justine Davidson 
Grade 6 - Mrs Shannon Jacobs 
 
 Academic Support staff 
           Mrs Meagan Demartinis 
           Mrs Michelle Servant 
           Mrs Margeaux Engelbrecht 
           Mrs Heidi Lathy 
           Ms Helen Hillary 
           Ms Nina de Jong    
      
 Management 

Mr Dave Bester   - Headmaster 
Mrs Sally Luyt   - Deputy Headmistress 
Mrs Shannon Jacobs  - Intermediate Phase Head of Department 
Mrs Helen Schreuder   - Foundation Phase Head of Department 
Mrs Michelle Servant  - Prep Learning Support co-ordinator 
Mrs Meagan Demartinis  - Head of the School Based Support Team 

 
As from 1 May 2018 Mrs Gail Whelan will take over the role of Foundation Phase Head of Department. 
We congratulate Mrs Whelan on her promotion. 
 
2018 Calendar 
 
 Explanation 

The department of Basic Education dictates the calendar and number of days for all government 
schools. Independent schools are required to complete a similar number of academic school days 
within the year. We are required to be within a maximum of 10 days short of the government 
schools. Published in a 2017 government gazette, government schools will complete between 197 
and 206 academic school days in 2018. As part of their calendar, most independent schools 
include 10 Saturdays in their calendar. At Cedarwood we are unable to do this. With 4 Saturdays 
included in our Calendar, we are able to complete 192 days in 2018, if we return to school a week 
earlier than other schools. Phillip Kotze and I are also endeavoring to synergize our calendars, 
particularly at the beginning and the end of the year. 
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We realize that this decision impacts many of our families, particularly those in government schools. 
Phillip and I published our 2018 calendars in March, in order to give parents ample time to prepare. We 
will publish our 2019 calendars in March next year once again. 
 
 Important dates for the start of 2018 

9 January  -  13h00 Orientation 
10 January  -  07h25 Start of Term 1 2018 
15 January  -  Extra murals begin 

 The full calendar for Term 1 will be included in the Orientation Pack. 
 
 Extra murals 

Our extra mural program for Term 1 will be included in the Orientation Pack. There are also two 
more user friendly programs/lists which are included. Two small changes have been made to the 
program ; we will continue the FP Green Club into the IP where it will be called Environment 
Club. Horse riding  will no longer be on our IP program as our last two Fourways Riding School 
participants will be in the College next year. Not all our fixtures for 2018 have been finalized.  As 
soon as they are ready, we will include them on the Parent Calendar. 

 
School operating hours 
 

 Starting and ending times 
          We officially start our day at 07h25. We advise parents to have their children at school by 07h15 in 

order for the children to drop their bags off in the classroom and prepare  themselves for the 
day. There is a staff member on duty from 06h45 each morning. Whilst the school buildings are 
open from 06h00, there is no staff member officially on duty, although there are adults on 
campus. The school day ends at 13h00 (Grade 1), 13h15 (Grade 2&3) and 13h45 (Grade 4-6). 

 Extra murals 
          FP extra murals run from 13h15 to 14h00. IP extra murals run from 14h00 to 15h00. Matches, 

galas, etc. will finish later, depending on the sport and venue.  
 Aftercare 
          We offer an Aftercare service for a fee. Aftercare begins straight after school or sport and is 

available until 18h00. We offer this on a full-time, part-time or ad-hoc basis. Details are available 
from Mrs Marlene Stapfelt. Any children who are not fetched within 30 minutes of the end of the 
school day will be taken to Aftercare and parents will be billed. 

 Working parents 
We are acutely aware that in many families there are two working parents or a single parent is 
forced to work very long hours to make ends meet. We offer a support system at the Prep 
School in the form of supervised homework, three days a week.  
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2017 Growth and Development 
 POD 

This new facility has proved to be very useful and popular. Our classes have spent many hours 
learning and discovering in our Place of Discovery. 

 Sports leagues 
We participated in the Gauteng Schools Sports leagues this year with great success. We have 
had particular success with our swimming team who have done us proud at every inter-school 
swimming meet.  

 Parent meetings 
The structure of these meetings have changed in order to facilitate fewer small meetings. Once a 
term the entire team involved in your child’s education meets with parents so that you do not 
have to have many different meetings spread over a few days. 

 Support structures 
We have introduced a more systematic approach to our support structures to ensure that every 
child and every aspect of support are thoroughly covered. 

 
2018 Growth and Development 
 Interactive technology 
           The school has entered into a partnership with Think Ahead to improve the use of technology in 

the classroom. More detail will be given next year as the partnership and project progresses. 
 Advancement of thinking maps, living values and 3G’s 

These three tools which work at a combination of our academic program and our value system, 
will be continued next year. Our Thinking Maps Team will give parents an overview of this 
program at orientation in January. 

 Sensory garden 
           This garden in the Foundation Phase will be upgraded in the new year by our staff ‘Green Team’. 

If any parents would like to be involved, please chat to Margeaux Engelbrecht. 
 Mathletics & Reading Eggs 

In January 2018, each of our children will be given access to these two online programs which 
can also be used at home.  These programs are wonderful online resources for the learning of 
Maths and Reading. Parents are encouraged to work with these programs with their children at 
home. 

 
I wish all our families and Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays. 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr D. Bester 
Headmaster 
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